North-East is the largest region of Romania, in terms of number of inhabitants and the area held, but last in relation to the development stage. Although the North-East economy is currently supported by the tourism sector, there is still growth potential, especially referring to business involvement. A qualitative rural tourism requires a process of modernization, development and innovation in the sector by creating competitive travel services in the main areas of interest: Iași, Suceava and Neamt. These important North-East cities are loaded with cultural heritage through historical sites, cultural buildings (museums, memorial houses) and religious evidence (churches and ancient monasteries). In order to properly analyze the productivity of the tourism sector, we make reference to the following indicators: accommodation capacity in operation, the number of tourists, the number of overnight stays, average length of stay.
Introduction
Favorable conditions , beautiful landscape , air and water purity make from the upland counties of Bacau , Neamt and Suceava , a priceless cultural and religious heritage, therefore North East has a relatively high tourism potential, which can be compared with other popular tourist destinations in the country and abroad.
Tourism activity in this region may be structured as follows (Mihalache, Croitoru, 2006 In this paper we want to study the interdependence of the first two forms of tourism mentioned , manifested in the North East region , namely cultural and rural tourism ( agritourism) . This will be linked to tourism indicators (number of reception , accommodation capacity and the number of arrivals ) and with cultural tourism activity indicators ( number and structure of cultural heritage objectives ) .
Methodology
This work was done by analyzing the characteristics of rural and cultural tourism and their impact on the evolution of the number of tourists in the North East region .
In order to accomplish this analysis we matched the tourism statistical indicators, the accommodation structure type (farmhouses) and some indicators developed by the Centre for Studies and Research in the Field of Culture detailed as fallows.
We used next statistical indicators (Minciu R.,2000) , for the rural tourism sector analysis: 1 The number of existing Farmhouses in North East . 2 Accommodation capacity in operation in farmhouses in North East . 3 The number of arrivals in farmhouses in North East . 4 The number of overnight stays in farmhouses in North East . Indices that characterize the cultural sector for the regional level are: 1 The optimum use of heritage objectives, by tourism-goals this indicator reveals if cultural tourism potential of each region is used in an optimal way.
2 Cultural tourism index-measuring cultural tourism activities , including road situation in the region. 3 Cultural index-institutional capacity and operators -which measures the level of cultural infrastructure development production and distribution of cultural goods .
Correlating the two categories of indicators will determine the influence of cultural heritage on the rural tourism development level in the North East of the country.
Nort-East Region -tourism coordinated
Region covering the North East of the country and , according to tradition , is part of the old historical region of Moldavia ( North East Regional Development Plan 2007 -2013 . With a total area of 36,850 square kilometers and a population of 3,726,642 inhabitants, the North East is the largest of the eight development regions of Romania. Geographically, the region bordering Ukraine to the north , to the south by the counties of Galati and Vrancea ( South East ) , to the east by the Republic of Moldova and the West Maramures and Bistrita-Nasaud ( North West ) and Mures counties , Harghita and Covasna ( Central Region ) . With a rich historical , cultural and spiritual region harmoniously combines the traditional with the modern and the past with the present , its potential can be used to develop infrastructure in rural areas , tourism and human resources .
Rural tourism and agrotourism, especially, have great development potential as the region's rural areas have , besides a picturesque landscape , unpolluted and multiple choice recreation and a valuable cultural and historical potential .
Cultural tourism activity , knowledge and information can be structured as follows ( From the data presented in the table above can be seen as the most developed counties in terms of number of historical monuments are Iasi , Neamt and Suceava. In terms of number of museums , remains the same counties as the degree of importance , and the total number of museum currently owns 124 in North East Region. Besides the 3 counties of high importance ( Iasi , Neamt and Suceava ) Vaslui also stands out with the big number of museum and public collections visitors, In 2013 it attracted 115881 tourits with 10 museums, meaning an average of 317 tourists per day.
Considering the number of visitors existing and considering the fact that the study refers to rural tourism, the data obtained above should be correlated with data on agro indicators ( Farmhouses number , accommodation capacity , number of arrivals and overnights ) . Applying formulas , it follows that , in the period 2006-2013 , the indicators presented the following changes : -The number of farmhouses increased by 60 % -Farmhouses accommodation capacity increased by 109% , which means they were built accommodation units with greater capacity than before 2006. -The number of arrivals in farmhouses doubled in 2013 comparing to 2006, meaning there was demand for new accommodations.
-The number of overnight stays increased at the same rate as the number of arrivals , which means that the average length of stay in a farmhouse remained at 1.83 nights / tourist .
Assuming that the number of visitors in museums and public collections would have decided to stay in rural locations in the North East in 2006, the accommodation capacity could have met only 35% of the existing demand . In 2009 only 57% of these tourists woul had been satisfied with proper accommodation capacity but in 2013 the percentage would had been up to 90%, meaning that agritourism is seen as an opportunity to pastime and also visit cultural objectives in the North-East region.
If we consider that for the same period same of the visitors would have decided to stay in rural locations, the situation would had been as follows: -In 2006 only 3 % of visitors stayed overnight in farmhouses -In 2009 , 5% of the tourists could stay in farmhouses -In the year 2013 the percentage increased to 7% of those people that could stay overnight in farmhouses.
These low percentages may be justified by the existence of a transit tourism that occurs in the NorthEast, the tourist-visitor comes and goes so the accommodation is not a target for them, they just want to visit not to stay overnight or spend a longer period of time in the area.
Results and conclusion
Based on data obtained above we can estimate indices that characterize the cultural sector at the regional level:
A. Optimum use by tour of heritage . The high value of this indicator reflects the intensive use of heritage for tourism activities . Low value indicates reduced their use of cultural tourism . The calculation: Reporting tourist activity patriomoniu number of targets in each region. Tourism activity was constructed by calculating a score for each region . They consider the following :
• The structures and functions of tourists accommodation • Capacity and Activity Book • Number of visitors • Number of arrivals location . Bucharest-Ilfov Region recorded the highest value because, as the capital of Romania , attracts the largest number of tourists annually. If we don't take into consideration this region, next that uses intensively the heritage elements is North-West (Maramureș) and then North-East. • Optimal use of heritage through tourism (described above).
• Road .
• The number of visits . When you take into account the situation of infrastructure is seen as Northeast Region ranks in the top five since the potential is weak . North West still remains immediately after Bucharest -Ilfov , which means an index of cultural tourism has developed in many ways.
C. Index institutional capacity and cultural operators. High value indicates a developed infrastructure which can support household consumption needs to run programs easier or host cultural events. Low value indicates failure of cultural institutions in the region. Calculation : This indicator combines a number of cultural institutions in each region / 1.000 inhabitants and combines these results through a medium .
• Looking at the chart above you can see that the region can support consumption needs of the population by organizing cultural events is the Northwest , which means it has a large number of cultural institutions based on the number of inhabitants .
In terms of North-East Region, as the 4th in terms of institutional capacity index and cultural operators, the monasteries in northern Moldavia have the most significant role, being included in the UNESCO world heritage.
Tourism in rural areas was, and continues to be increasingly appreciated and requested by people who live and work in more stressful conditions in large urban areas, but not only. Rural tourism is still primarily an opportunity to return to nature, to everything that is pure, unadulterated, a return to origins, always pleasant and refreshing. Tourist activities are alternative income generating activities, which provide opportunities for development in rural areas, due to the unique landscapes, vast areas of semi-natural, innate hospitality of the inhabitants of rural areas. Same time preserving the traditions, culture, gastronomy and rural tourism resources diversity provides a rich and diverse potential for development of this sector.
